
American Academy Of 
Matrimonial Lawyers

Michigan Chapter
 

Presents Its Annual
Advanced-Level Family Law Seminar

AN INTENSIVE LEGAL
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

• OBTAIN invaluable insight from 
Family Court judges and Court of 
Appeals judges relative to today’s 
hottest issues. 

• LEARN ways to assist clients 
negatively impacted by our current 
economic conditions as they go through 
the divorce process.

• DISCOVER important knowledge and 
new laws relative to custody, support, 
property division, and attorneys fees.

• ACQUIRE essential knowledge 
regarding bankruptcy as it relates to 
practicing family law in the current 
economic climate.

• LEARN “Hot Tips” and strategies 
regarding the practice of family law 
in our state from prominent Michigan 
matrimonial attorneys.

• RECEIVE comprehensive materials 
that you can refer to in your practice.

Thursday, May 6, 2010 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Townsend Hotel, Birmingham, Michigan
Program Chairs: 

Janice K. Cunningham and Mark A. Bank

100 Townsend Street
Birmingham, Michigan
Phone:  (248) 642-7900

The Townsend Hotel is located in Birmingham, Michigan.
TO MEMBERS OF THE
FAMILY LAW SECTION

OF THE 
STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN

 The Michigan Chapter of the American Academy 
of Matrimonial Lawyers is pleased to present its 
annual Advanced-Level Seminar. Prior seminars 
were attended not only by many Section members, 
but also by judges of the Michigan Supreme Court, 
Court of Appeals and Family Courts. The feedback 
continues to be positive.

 Our program is dedicated to help improve the 
practice of family law and to elevate the standards 
and advance the cause of matrimonial law in our 
state.

 We are confi dent that this years seminar will 
prove to be an invaluable aid to you regardless of 
which side of the “bench” you sit.

Janice K. Cunningham 
and 

Mark A. Bank

Many of Birmingham’s attractions are within walking
distance of The Townsend: You will fi nd over one
hundred-fi fty shops and boutiques, thirty-two art
galleries, dozens of restaurants, parks, and delightful
shows at the Birmingham Theatre.  The Townsend’s 
proximity to famed Cranbrook Educational 
Community Campus, Meadowbrook Hall, Pine Knob 
Music Theatre, professional sporting events at the 
Palace, as well as the business centers of Southfi eld 
and Troy, make it the ideal location for discerning 
travelers and their hosts.
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 SEMINAR AGENDA
Time  Subject/Speaker(s)

8:15-9:00 Registration and Continental Breakfast

9:00-9:05 Welcome and Introduction of Program

9:05-10:05  The Intersection of Divorce and Bankruptcy: Solutions for the Unique Challenges of  Today’s Economy
   A case study presentation by a leading bankruptcy expert regarding the timing of fi ling for bankruptcy, joining in a spouse’s bankruptcy, stay and discovery related issues, protecting your client 

against a spouse’s post-judgment bankruptcy, navigating “domestic support obligations”
   Moderated by: Joseph Aviv
   Presented by: Charles Taunt

10:05-10:25 Hot-Tips
  • Short sales of the marital home - Monika Sacks 
  • Defi ned benefi t plans and the PBGC  - Michael Quinn
  • Recent development regarding Qualifi ed Domestic Relations Orders - Kurt Schnelz  

10:25-10:35 Break

10:35-11:50 Hot-Tips
                  • Separate property update: a look at the most recent separate property cases - Anne Cole Pierce               
                  • The interaction between tort claims and divorces cases - Jay Cunningham
                 • Merged vs. not merged: How should the Settlement Agreement be incorporated in the Judgment of Divorce - Robert Feldstein
                 • Asserting and collecting attorney liens - William Lynch
  • Interaction of abuse/neglect cases and custody cases - Lori Buiteweg
  • Current issues with the Michigan Child Support Formula Manual, and Friend of the Court update - Betty Lowenthal
  • Navigating your way through MiSDU - Denise Alexander
  • Sequestration of witnesses - Timothy Fryhoff
  • Case law update re: K-1 distributions and support calculations - Kenneth Prather
  • Effective use of video depositions in the courtroom - David Mendelson & Anne Cole Pierce

12:00-1:30 Luncheon
  Welcome: James P. Cunningham
  Speaker: Marilyn J. Kelly, Chief Justice, Michigan Supreme Court  

 1:30-2:30 Circuit Court Judges Panel
   A panel discussion relative with Family Court judges from around the state relative to current family law issues that have been dominating the discussions and debates in the trial courts in 

recent months
   Moderated by: John F. Schaefer
   Presented by: Honorable Linda S. Hallmark, Honorable David J. Newblatt, and Honorable Kathleen A. Feeney

   2:30-3:00 Hot-Tips
  • Making the argument for contempt and sanctions - Henry Gornbein
  • The pros and cons of joint appraisals - John Mills & Margaret Nichols
  • Dependency exemption revocation; estimated tax payments on spousal support; split auto-deposits on joint tax refunds - Richard Roane
  • Examining the fi nancial considerations regarding dependency exemptions - Jack Keiser
  • Social Security benefi ts and divorce - William Brukoff

   3:00-3:10 Break

   3:10-3:30 Hot-Tips
  • Closing the case - Richard Victor 
  • Court of Appeals update - Scott Bassett
  • Recent Developments Re:Finality of Judgements of Divorce and Arbitration Post-Bonner and Rivard - Michael A. Robbins

   3:30-4:30 Court of Appeal Judges Panel
   A frank discussion with Court of Appeals judges relative to the hottest family law legal issues in the appellate courts 
   Moderated by: Scott G. Bassett
   Presented by: Honorable Christopher J. Murray, Honorable Kurtis T. Wilder, and Honorable Elizabeth L. Gleicher   R
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